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Abstract 

     Lok Adalat system added a new chapter to the justice dispensation system of this country. It is one of 

the Components of ADR systems. It is an Indian contribution to the world jurisprudence of ADR. The term 

Lok Adalat means people’s court and is based on Gandhian Principles. Lok Adalat settles dispute by the 

principles of Justice, equity and fair play, which are the guiding factors for decisions based on compromises 

to be arrived at before such Adalats. It is a forum where disputes or cases pending in the court of Law or at 

pre litigation stage are settled or compromised amicably. Lok Aadalats have competence to deal with the 

cases like compoundable civil, revenue and criminal cases, motor accident compensation claims cases, 

partition claims, damage cases, matrimonial and family disputes, mutation of Land cases, Labour issues, 

Bank Loan issues etc. lok Adalats ensure justice in very fast manner as they can be conducted at suitable 

places, arranged very fast, in Local Languages too, even for the illiterates. 

     Recently National Lok Adalat was held on 11th Decembner across the country, the latest data pertaining 

to National Lok Adalat indicates that 72.45 Lakh cases were taken up out of which 18.23 lakhs were pre 

litighation cases and 10.76 lakhs were pending cases. According to NALASA, since the number of pending 

cases have surged due to the ongoing pandemic, it has shifted to dynamic preparation strategies for the 

National Lok Adalats. In view of extradinory delay in disposal of cases resulting in huge pendency in all the 

courts, the Lok Adalat was a historical necessity in a country like india where illiteracy dominated about all 

aspects of governance. 
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Introduction  

Lok Adalat is one of the alternative dispute redressal mechanisms. It is a forum where disputes or cases 

pending in the court of law or at pre litigation stage are settled or compromised amicably. The term ‘Lok 

Adalat’ means peoples court and is based on Gandhian principles. As per the Supreme Court, it is an old 

form of adjudicating system prevailed in ancient India and its validity has not been taken away even in the 

modern days too. It is one of the components of the Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) system and 

delivers informal, cheap and expeditious justice to the common people. 

 

 

Justice Ramaswamy says: “Resolving disputes through Lok Adalatnot only minimizes litigation expenditure, 

it saves valuable time of the parties and their witnesses and also facilitates inexpensive and prompt 

remedy appropriately to the satisfaction of both the parties” 

Lok Adalat Benches consisting of Judicial Officers, Advocates and social workers deal with cases referred to 

them and help the parties in arriving at a settlement. The Lok   Adalats shall have jurisdiction to determine 

and to arrive at a compromise or settlement between the parties to a dispute in respecting of any case 

pending before any court or any matter which is falling within the jurisdiction of any court and is not 

brought before such court that is pre litigation that means the Lok Adalats can deal with the cases pending 

before any court and referred to the Lok Adalat.  Lok Adalat can also deal with the disputes at pre litigation 

stage. National Lok Adalats, organized under the aegis of NALSA settle huge number of cases across the 

country in a single day. For example, NALSA’s conducted on February 8, 2020 disposed off 11,99,575 cases, 

During 2016-2020, NALSA  have disposed off a total of 2,93,19,675 cases . 
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Evolution of Lok Adalat: 

     Article 39A of the Constitution of India provides for free legal aid to the poor and weaker sections of the 

society and ensures justice for all. Article 14 and 22(1) of the Constitution also make it obligatory for the 

state to ensure equality befor law and a legal system which promotes justice on the basis of equal 

opportunity to all. In 1987, the Legal Services Authorities Act was enacted by the parliament which came 

into force on 9th November, 1995 to provide free and competent legal Services to weaker sections of the 

society. The Act makes the provisions relating to the organization and functioning of the Lok Adalats. 

     They have existed even before the concept received statutory recognition. In 1949, Harivallabh Parikh, a 

disciple of Mahatma Gandhi , popularized them in Rangapur, Gujarat. Even the first Lok Adalat camp was 

organized in Gujarat in 1982 as a voluntary and conciliatory agency without any statutory backing for its 

decisions. 

Organisation  

The National Legal Services Authority (NALSA) was thereafter constituted at the National Level. At the 

National Level, the chief Justice of India is the patron-in-chief of NALSA. The senior most judge of the 

supreme court is the executive chairman. The central Govt. in consultation with the chief justice of india 

has also appointed a person as the member secretary of NALSA. 

    Supreme Court Legal Services Committee has been constituted to administer and implement the Legal 

Services program insofar as it relates to the Supreme Court of India. Similarly The State/District Legal 

Services Aurthority or Taluk Legal Services Committee may organize Lok Adalats at such intervals and 

places and for exercising such jurisdiction and for such areas as it thinks fit. Every Lok Adalat organized for 

an area shall consist of such number of serving or retired judicial officers and otherpersons of the area as 

may be specified by the agency organizing. Generally, a Lok Adalat consists of a Judicial officer as the 

Chairman and a Lawyer (Advocate) and social worker as members . National Legal Services Authority 

(NALSA) along with other Legal Services institutions conducts Lok Adalats. The Legal Services Authorities 

Act, 1987 was amended in 2002 to provide for the establishment of the permanent Lok Adalats to deal 

with cases pertaining to the public utility services like transport, postal, telegraph etc. 

Jurisdiction  

     A Lok Adalt shall have jurisdiction to determine and to arrive at a compromise or settlement between 

the parties to a dispute in respect of any case pending before any court or any matter which is falling 

within the jurisdiction of any court and is not brought before such court. The cases pending before the 

courty can also reffered to the Lok Adalat for settlement if parties agree to settle the dispute in the Lok 

Adalat or one  of the parties applies for referred of the case to the Lok Adalat or court is satisfied that the 

matter can be solved by A Lok Adalat. Any one of the party can also apply for settlement the dispute at pre 

litigation stage.    
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Scope 

The following types of matters may be taken up in the Lok Adalats; 

 Matrimonial and Family disputes 

 Criminal Compoundable Offence cases 

 Land Acquisition Cases 

 Labor Disputes 

 Workmen’ compensation cases 

 Bank Recovery cases (Nationalized, Multinational and private Banks) 

 Pension cases 

 Housing Board and slum clearance cases & Housing Finance cases  

 Consumer Grievance cases 

 Electricity matters 

 Telephone Bills disputes 

 Municipal matters including House Tax cases etc. 

 Other Civil matters such as partition, recovery of possession, Rent matters,contracts etc. 

     However, The Lok Adalat shall have no jurisdiction in respect of any case or matter relating to an 

offence not compoundable under any law. In other words,  the offences which are non compoundable 

under any law fall outside the purview of the Lok Adalat.  

Powers of Lok Adalats 

1) The Lok Adalat shall have the same powers as are vested in a Civil Court under the code of civil 

procedure (1908).  

2) Further, a Lok Adalat shall have the requisite powers to specify its own procedure for the 

determination of any dispute coming before it.  

3) All proceedings before a Lok Adalat shall be deemed to be Judicial Proceedings within the meaning 

of the Indian Penal Code (1860). And Every Lok Adalat shall be deemed to be a civil court for the 

purpose of the code of Criminal Procedure (1973). 

4) An award of a Lok Adalat shall be deemed to be a decree of a civil court or an order of any other 

court. 

5) Every award made by a Lok Adalat shall be final and binding on all the parties to the dispute. No 

appeal shall lie to any court against the award of the Lok Adalat. 
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Functions of Legal Services Institutions 

NALSA lays down policies, principles, guidelines and frames effective and economical schemes for the state 

Legal Services Authorities to implement throughout the country. 

Primarily, the State Legal Services Authorities, District Legal Services Authorities, Taluka Legal Services 

Committees etc. are mandated to discharge the following main functions: 

1) To provide free and Competent Legal Services to eligible persons 

2) To organize Lok Adalats for amicable settlement of disputes 

3) To create legal awareness about the rights of the weaker and marginalized sections of the society 

4) To implement the Schemes and policy directions of NALSA through strategic and preventive Legal 

Services Programs 

Benefits: 

There is no court fee and if court fee is already paid, then the amount will be refunded if the dispute is 

settled at Lok Adalat. And there is procedural flexibility and speedy trial of the disputes and no strict 

application of procedural laws while assessing the claim by Lok Adalat. 

            The parties to the dispute can directly interact with the judge through their counsel which is not 

possible in regular courts of law and the award by the Lok Adalat is binding on the parties and it has the 

status of a decree of a civil court and it is non-appealable, which does not cause the delay in the 

settlement of disputes finally.  Mobile Lok Adalats are also organized in various parts of the country which 

travel from one location to another to resolve disputes in order to facilitate the resolution of disputes 

through this mechanism. 

Criticism on Lok Adalats 

      In majority of cases, litigants are pitted against entities with deep pockets, such as insurance 

companies, banks, electricity boards among others. In many cases, compromises are imposed on the poor, 

who often have no choice, but to accept them and even most cases, the litigants have to accept 

discounted future value of their claims, instead of their just entitlements. Sometimes, small 

compensations are given and poor people are accepting them to bring long pending legal process to an 

end. Even a disaster like the Bhopal Gas tragedy was coarsely settled for a paltry some with real justice still 

eluding thousands of victims. 

     If the parties do not arrive at any compromise or settlement, the case is either returned to the court of 

law or the parties are advised to seek a remedy in a court of law. This causes unnecessary delay in the 

dispensation of justice. 
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Conclusion  

     As per National Judicial Data Grid, In High Courts, around 20% of the cases are 5-10 years old, and over 

17% are 10-20 years old. There are 66,000 cases pending before the supreme court and 57 Lakh cases 

pending before various High Courts. And even around 3 to 4 crores of cases are pending before various 

district and sub-ordinate courts. The number of courts and judges in all grades are alarmingly inadequarte 

and the high cost involved in prosecuting or defending a case in a court of Law, due to heavy court fee, 

Lawyer’s fee and incidental charges. Delay in disposal of cases resulting in huge pendency in all the courts. 

In view of this extradinory delay in reaching the justice to the people, The Lok Adalat was a historic 

necessity in a country like india where illiteracy dominated about all aspects of governance. The most 

desired function of lok adalats may seem to be clearing the backlog, with the latest report showing 3 crore 

pending cases in Indian courts but the other functions cannot be ignored. The concept of lok adalat has 

been a success in practice.  

     Lok Adalats play a very important role to advance and strengthen equal access to justice which is heart 

of the constitution of India, a reality. This Indian contribution to world ADR jurisprudence needs to be 

taken full advantage of Maximum number of Lok Adalats need to be organized to achieve the Gandhian 

Principle of Gram Swaraj and ACCESS TO JUSTICE FOR ALL. 
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Hero stones, in factual sense regarded as one of the means of remembering deceased persons who 

perhaps devoted their life for the cause of the society irrespective of caste, status, religion and 

creed. The word Hero- Stone is described in various sources as stone image, Veerakallu ( in 

Telugu), Nadukal( in Tamil), Veeragallu(in Kannada), Veeragal( in Marathi), etc., as ‘Veera’ 

mean a ‘Warrior’ and ‘Kallu’ or ‘Gallu’ mean ‘Stone’, which has been derived from two 

languages- ‘Veera’ from Sanskrit and Kallu from Kannada. 

Palamaner (13.2000ºN; 78.7500ºE), a  Mandal head quarters with population of 51,165 and a total 

population of 81,470 (2011 census)  inhabiting in 15 village panchayaths with an extent of 79.50 

sq.km. lies in the north, north-east of Baireddipalli Mandal, west to Bangarupalam Mandal, south 

of Gangavaram Mandal and  forms border to Tamil Nadu and Karnataka States in the east and 

west respectively and Venkatagiri Kota Mandal lies to its south. It is drained by Kaudinya river 

in its  north-eastern corner adjoining the eastern hill-forest cover zone which is famous for 

elephants sanctuary. Being close to Karnataka and Tamil Nadu States border people here bear a 

mixed culture. 

The present paper deals with 10 hero stones found at 7 villages in the Palamaner mandal of 

Chittoor district. These are varied in nature as some of them poses hero fighting a tiger,  hero 

shooting at a lion , hero with a sati and hero with animals and birds.These are analysed into 10 

categories of broad perspective. 

Key Words: Hero Stones, Palamaner Mandal, Categories in Hero Stones 

 

Introduction: 

The word ‘hero stone’ is a form of compound comprising a single slab or group of slabs 

connected to form a shrine erected in honor of individual/s who have perished in certain range 
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of circumstances while carrying out a community protection or sacrificial deed.  Normally they 

bear an iconographical and epigraphic apparatus which provides information on the identity of 

the deceased and the context of his death. It is to be noted that the expression ‘hero-stones’ 

somehow sound over the variety of terms with which Indian languages designate these panels. 

Such a variety is not just a matter pertaining to linguistic domain; rather it reflects the formal 

and structural changes of materials according to the area where they were produced. A series 

of etymologically related words like vīragal in Marathi, vīrakkal in Tamil, vīragallu in 

Kannada, vīrakallu in Telugu are the literary counterparts of ‘hero-stone’. Terms like 

chāyāstaṃbha, proper of the specimens from Andhra Pradesh (Murthy 1982: 210) or khaṃbha, 

and its alternative forms like khaṃba and khaṃbhi are diffused in Northern and Central India 

(Sontheimer 1982: 92; Shah 1982: 102) which convey the meaning of shade-pillar and pillar, 

with reference to a memorial in shape. From Gujarat and Rajasthan the terms Pāliya and 

Govardhana are allowed  instead to the concept of protection (i.e. a memorial to the protector 

of the community) as the root of the first term (Doshi 1982: 165-166). Their iconographic 

repertoire suggests that the second term namely Kṛiṣhṇa Govardhanadhara shows its 

importance (Agrawala 1982: 151).  

Even though the general pattern of describing a memorial being erected in remembering 

the valor of a hero for his sacrifice to the society or due to his service to his master, etc. being 

recognized as a memorial meant exclusively erected for him. This is a specific category of hero 

stone with or without inscription has some meaning in the basic concept of heroism. It can be 

further divided into Hero stone, Sati stone and Sati-cum-Hero stone depending on the sculptural 

representation being noticed and its form changes through period of time at different levels of 

its erection which is related to the status of the hero as well as to the action performed by him.   

Some of the rituals and beliefs connected with the hero stones in the past and at present 

would help us in interpreting that the hero cult continued to survive for a considerable period 

of time and even now they are well preserved in different localities where they are found. 

Erecting hero stone was basically part of the ritual connected with hero cult. The present scholar 

has observed that this cult seems to be popularly followed in several parts of South India. 

Folklore connected with many such heroes as a part of their cult is also common in this 

area.  Such practices help us to infer about the nature of hero cult of historical importance 

during bygone periods.  
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The Area: 

Palamaner (13.2000ºN; 78.7500ºE), a Mandal head quarters with population of 51,165 and a 

total population of 81,470 (2011 census) inhabiting in 15 village panchayaths with an extent of 

79.50 sq.km. lies in the north, north-east of Baireddipalli Mandal, west to Bangarupalam 

Mandal, south of Gangavaram Mandal and forms border to Tamil Nadu and Karnataka States 

in the east and west respectively and Venkatagiri Kota Mandal lies to its south. It is drained by 

Kaudinya river in its north-eastern corner adjoining the eastern hill-forest cover zone which is 

famous for elephants’ sanctuary. Being close to Karnataka and Tamil Nadu States border 

people here bear a mixed culture. Palamaner mandal has has a total number of 15 village 

panchayats and 82 hamlets and only 7 villages in the present survey have given the evidence 

of 10 hero stones. Two of these hero stones are found in temples located at Palamaner and 

Kurmai. 

 

1.Chethapenta (13º.08942′N; 78º.72758′E) 

This village is situated in the Bayyappagaripalli panchayath, at a distance of 6 km. from 

Mandapeta Koturu and 8 km. to Nellapatla village of Baireddipalli, another Mandal Head 

Quarters which is close to Tamil Nadu border with forest cover in which the village population 

rear their animal folk and gather firewood, if any. 

 

Fig.1: Hero fighting a tiger with spear. 

About 4 km. north of this village, in the 

forest area, one can reach an irrigation tank namely 

‘Cherapa Cheruvu’ and close to this tank towards 

east a hero stone (Fig.1: 136 x 109 x 20 cm.) lies 

which contains Hero holding a spear in his both 

arms fighting at the tiger. He has crest hair style, 

distinct upper garment and thick cloth belt 

encircling waist and below which but behind the 

waist a broad cloth is held up to his knees as lower garment He has a quiver hanging behind 

his left shoulder with a number of arrows in it. He did not wear ornaments on his body and one 
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can notice a dead body of a tiger lying in front of him on the ground indicating that he was 

engaged on hunting wild animals in view of protecting people and domestic animals. 

2. Kurmai (13º.16306 ′N; 78º.73822 ′E) 

This village is situated at about 6 km. away from Palamaner at the border of Tamil 

Nadu State in the Pengaragunta village panchayath. A temple dedicated to Lord 

Varadarajaswamy lies on the right bank of Kaudinya river. According to a local legend during 

Muslim invasions the temple was subjected to destruction, hence Hindu devotees have hidden 

its parts underneath the river bed and it is believed that the God flee to Kanchi. While doing so 

his foot prints got imprinted on a stone and when the river receives water during monsoon, the 

temple gets afloat. The local people believe that the temple was reconstructed where it afloat. 

A Siva Linga was found towards west of the temple while ploughing over which t present 

temple being built. Every year in September-October Jatara (fair) is celebrated here and the 

present scholar located two hero stones on the boundary wall of this temple as given below: 

 

Fig.2: Hero with bow and arrow in action. 

The first hero stone (Fig.2: 110 x 94 

x 14 cm) contains Hero with bow and arrow 

in action as he positioned the arrow in the 

bow by his left hand stretched back. A 

quiver is seen at the back his left shoulder 

and kept his right leg straight whereas left 

leg bent according to shooting method. Upper garment is indistinct over the body and Dhoti 

formed lower garment covered up to knees supported by a string at the waist. There is a sheath 

of sword hanging over the waist. He has distinct knot hair style held at the back of his head.       
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Fig.2a: Hero shooting at a lion. 

The second hero stone shows 

(Fig.2a: 122 x 97 x 16 cm) Hero shooting at 

the lion with bow and arrow held in his right 

and left hands respectively. He possessed 

knotted hair style held at his head back and 

lower garment ‘Dhoti’ spread on both legs 

with bracelets over wrists. His left leg is 

stepped front whereas right leg behind. 

Lion is depicted with raised forelimbs and hind limbs being kept on the ground. Its tail is 

prominently shown encircled at the end.  

3. Musalimadugu (Fig.3: 13º.15092′ N;78º. 77861′ E) 

This village is situated 6 km. away from Palamaneru at the border of Tamil Nadu State 

in the Pengaragunta panchayath. There is a hero stone lying on the left side of road leading to 

Gudiyattam from Musalimadugu village in the field of Venkata Rami Reddy, a resident of the 

same village.  

 

Fig.3: A woman in sitting posture. 

It is a single slab on which a female 

figure is depicted in sitting posture over 

which a shrine was constructed and 

worshipped locally known as ‘Uchchu 

Mallamma’ or ‘Yellamma’, being depicted 

with bun hair style but tied at the head back 

on the right side. She sat with her two legs 

folded on either sides and her drapery cannot be seen clearly perhaps due to weathering of rock. 

But her breast are prominently depicted and perhaps covered with blouse as upper garment 

below which lies the waist prominently shown. Her face is broad with prominent eye-brows, 

nose and other facial features. Several dots of vermillion and turmeric at intervals on the body 

of this female hero indicating that she is periodically worshipped by the villagers for their 

prosperity and well being.  
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Two legends prevail in the area about the present hero stone. The first one is that 

Uchchu Mallamma was a valour woman who participated in battle fields, hence protected the 

village from wild animals. When Punganur Jamindar insisted her to pay tax, she went on a tiger 

and fought with him. She also fought with oxen and she used to command wood apple tree to 

drop its fruits and reconnect them through her simple thumb noise. Another legend goes that 

when a boy was going on his way with bullocks was beaten by village herdsmen and when the 

boy complained this matter to Uchchu Mallamma, she got angry and blocked the way of 

herdsmen, hence their bullock carts did not move. When the herdsmen begged her pardon, they 

were excused and the obstruction got removed. The village people worship her by offering 

boiled gram rice and as this place is close to forest area where wild elephants move around, 

hence government of Andhra Pradesh declared it as Kaundinya wild elephant sanctuary.  

4. Palamaner (13º. 19895′N; 78º.7447′E) 

 This place is a Mandal Head Quarters situated on the Chittoor-Bangalore National High 

way and there is a temple dedicated to Lord Venugopalaswamy in Patapeta locality in the 

Palamaneru town known as Nagulakunta near to which was a well-known abode for  Cobras. 

There are two hero stones at this place as described below. 

 

Fig. 4: A panel of three pair of Hero and Sati. 

 The first hero stone is a panel (Fig.4: 58 x 126 x 48 cm.) being found attached to the 

western boundary wall of the temple on its south-western direction. It has three pairs of Hero 

and Sati figures in standing posture. In the first pair, Hero poses bow and arrow in action and 

to his right stand. Sati with a vertical object in her right hand. Both have dressed hair style and 

the Hero wore ‘Dhoti’ as lower garment up to knees and a crown is seen over his head. In the 

second pair, the Hero is similar to that of the first Hero but has a quiver on his left shoulder 
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back and possessed crest hair style. To his right stands Sati with high necked jar (pitcher) in 

her left hand and blessing the Hero with her right hand. She has bun hair style. The third pair 

is similar to that of first pair that the Hero is shooting an arrow with a bow in action who 

possessed crest hair style. Sati stands right to him holding a pitcher in her left hand and blessing 

the Hero with her right hand.  

 

Fig.4a. Hero on the horse with Siva Linga 

in front. 

 The second hero stone (Fig.4a: 140 x 71 x 

15 cm.) lies at the Municipal office of 

Palamaneru town situated in Lord Eswara 

temple street. Hero is shown riding a 

horse, wearing a chain in his neck without 

upper garment but Dhoti formed the lower 

garment. There is a sheath of sword 

hanging from his waist. He has crest hair 

style and large ear lobes from which hangs large rings. A Siva Linga is seen in front of the 

horse. The horse is well decorated with riding equipment such as bridle and saddle. A Siva 

Ling and flowers are depicted being thrown over it. It seems that the Palamaner area was under 

the rule of Pallava kings as its ancient name had been ‘Palavan Yeri’ according to local legend 

and during the course of time it has been modified as Palamaner. 

5. Syagandram (Fig.5: 13º.11521′N; 78º.76011′E) 

 This is a hamlet of seven households situated in the Mandipetakotur panchayath   on 

Kalavapalli-Mandipeta road close to forest area. There is a hero stone (dolmen) located towards 

south of the village proper in the field belonging to S.Babu, of the same hamlet.  
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Fig.5: Hero with spear, two Sati to his left. 

It contains (Fig.5: 124 x 121 x 16 

cm.) a Hero and two Sati figures. The Hero 

is held with a spear in his two arms. He has 

a turban on his head and remaining lower 

part of his hair is seen falling over his neck 

back. Both arms have two bracelets each 

over elbow and upper arms. Below the 

shoulders there is a bag like object in the 

shape of fish, with indistinct upper garment 

and his waist is covered with cloth in the form of wearing dhoti being dressed like a village 

fellow as seen even today. The lower garment with border is tied at its end on his left leg. Two 

Sati figures are shown standing behind the Hero among which the first Sati raised her right 

hand with a flower and kept her left hand over waist. She has bun hair style, tight blouse, 

bracelets on both arms and ear rings. She wore sari up to feet with longitudinal fold across 

middle of legs. Whereas, the second Sati stands straight with her right hand with five fingers 

depicted clearly. Her sari border is touching her feet and stood left to first Sati. This hero stone 

is being worshipped by the local farmers before sowing seeds, hence a boundary wall is 

constructed around it for protection. 

6. T.S. Agraharam (13º.1834′ N; 78º.75395′) 

Fig.6: Hero with sword and an unidentified object. 

This village is situated at 4 km. south of Palamaner town on the Mandapetakotur road 

which can be approached by a cart-track. There is a famous old temple dedicated to Lord 

Subrahmanya situated on top of a hill nearby. Devotees with a wooden ‘kavadi’ is presented 

whenever they visit the temple as part of fulfilling their vows. There is a hero stone (Fig.6: 

Hero with a sword and an unidentified object: 49 x 54 x 14 cm.) located underneath a fig tree 

found along with another sculpture of a God. The Hero has bun hair style held behind his head, 

ear rings and holds a sword in his right hand held high over his right shoulder and an 

unidentified object is seen in his left fist held down. His lower and upper garments are invisible 

but there is a waist belt held across the waist. The whole hero stone is decorated with vermillion 

dots.   
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7. Thavadapalli (13º.16835′ N; 78º.74352′E) 

This village is situated 4 km. from Palamaner town in the Vaddur panchayath and the 

scholar has located two hero stones in the field of P.Lakshminarayana, of the same village 

underneath a tamarind tree in a mango garden located on one of the banks of Kaundinya river 

on the way to Samudrapalli. 

 

Fig.7:  Hero with sword and shield, man, cow, deer and 

bull; pigeon and parrot. 

The first hero stone (Fig.7: 325 x 153 x 11 cm.) 

contains Hero with sword in his right hand and shield in 

his left hand, possessing crest hair style. He has bracelets 

over his arms and indistinct upper garment but ‘Dhoti’ 

forms the lower garment spread below waist up to knees 

by covering both thighs, however border of it being spread 

between legs. There is a man below the Hero figure 

holding a sword and a shield in his right and left hands 

respectively. There are many animal figures depicted, in small size, such as deer, cow, and bull 

in sitting posture whereas dove and parrot are shown flying. The deer has no horns and its body 

is depicted with dot designs.    

 

Fig.7a: Hero fighting a tiger.  

The second hero stone (Fig.7a: 127 x 120 x 12 cm) 

contains Hero fighting a tiger.  Hero has crest hair style 

tied above the head, a chain in the neck, without ear rings 

and upper garment. His waist is encircled with a cloth belt 

over which is attached a sheath of sword. He held the 

animal’s head in his left hand, trying to pierce sword into 

it with his right hand. 
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Discussion: 

In the present survey, hero stones are categorised into 10 categories.  

Which are mentioned as below: 

C1. Hero fighting a tiger with a spear .C2. Hero with a bow and an arrow in action .C3. Hero 

shooting at a lion. C4. A woman (Female Hero) in sitting posture (Uchchu mallamma or 

Yellamma, a local Goddess). C5. A panel of three pair of Hero and sati. C6. Hero on the horse 

with Siva Linga infront. C7. Hero with spear, two sati to his left. C8. Hero with a sword and 

an unidentified object. C9. Hero with sword and shield, man, cow, deer, bull, pigeon and 

parrot.C10. Hero fighting a tiger. 

Number of hero stones are reported from adjoining Punganur taluk as well as Tamil Nadu State. 

Most of them are found as similar to the hero stones reported from the present area. 
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


 

 
 
 


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ABSTRACT 

Hero stone (Viragal), sculpture of a valour erected to commemorate his death in the form a 

dolmen like structure found in the outskirts of a village or outside/ in the courtyard of a temple. 

These are called Natukal in Tamil, Viragal in Kannada and Veerasilalu in Telugu.              

Gangavaram Mandal (MHQ) lies at a distance of (between 13˚ 12ʺ 03ʹ N and 78˚ 45ʺE),49 km. 

west to Chittoor district (HQ) located between the Palamaneru and Peddapanjani Mandals, and 

its eastern part is covered with thick forest an abode for elephants and from its south it enters 

into Karnataka stat. Its total geographical area is 22,587 hectares as per Agricultural census of 

2012-13. There is a historical temple dedicated to ‘Konetirya Swamy’ falling under the revenue 

limits of Keelapatla village. Gangavaram Mandal has a total number of 16 village Panchayats 

and 124 hamlets and only 8 villages in the present survey have given the evidence of 11 hero 

stone which are varied in nature as some of them poses a single hero, hero with a sati and in 

some entire family can be seen depicted on the slabs. In some of the villages these hero stones 

are worshipped specifically on festive occasions.   Following is the description of these hero 

stones in historical point of view. 

  

Introduction:                   

             Hero stone (Viragal), sculpture of a valour erected to commemorate his death in the 

form a dolmen like structure found in the outskirts of a village or outside/ in the courtyard of a 

temple. These are called Natukal in Tamil, Viragal in Kannada and Veerasilalu in Telugu. The 

tradition of erecting Hero stones for the dead hero’s is found mostly in south India but are 

found in few states of  north India (Settar and Sontheimer 1982), however, are of several types 

such as 1. Hero fighting a wild animal, 2.Hero fighting in a battle field and 3.Hero with Sati, 

and in all cases sometimes hero had been depicted single with a weapon or with a single Sati 

or two Satis standing beside him. It seems Tamils were the first people to erect and worship 

hero stones since Sangam Age (C.300 B.C.) common practice, as it is mentioned in Akananuru 
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and Purananuru and other poems traditionally classified as Sangam poems. A later text of 8th 

century AD, also refer to monuments erected to kings, generals and other members of the elite 

who fell in battle as natukal (erected stone) but there are only few references to hero stones for 

common soldiers who died fighting for their liege-lords and for folk heroes who were killed in 

clashes with marauders, cattle-lifters, invaders, and in other words, elite hero stones find more 

frequent than folk hero stones (Vanamamalai 1975:41). The present state of Andhra Pradesh 

also provided a vivid picture of this historical, traditional worship (Chandraskar 1994) and 

recently a rich evidence of the same has been reported from Kuppam region (Venkatasubbaiah 

2011:163-180; 2015: 356-367) and the present study is the outcome of field investigations in 

locating hero stone sites in the Gangavaram Mandal of Palamaneru taluk region in the south-

western part of Chittoor district of Andhra Pradesh as part of her research work.  A total number 

of 8 localities have been identified and in future many more such sites are expected with variety 

of this sculptural representation of hero stone tradition, a significant historical tradition 

prevalent during the medieval period in the region. 

 The Area: 
           
                 Gangavaram Mandal (MHQ) lies at a distance of (between 13˚ 12ʺ 03ʹ N and 78˚ 

45ʺE),49 km. west to Chittoor district (HQ) located between the Palamaneru and Peddapanjani 

Mandals, and its eastern part is covered with thick forest an abode for elephants and from its 

south it enters into Karnataka stat. Its total geographical area is 22,587 hectares as per 

Agricultural census of 2012-13. There is a historical temple dedicated to ‘Konetirya Swamy’ 

falling under the revenue limits of Keelapatla village. Gangavaram Mandal has a total number 

of 16 village Panchayats and 124 hamlets and only 8 villages in the present survey have given 

the evidence of 11 hero stone which are varied in nature as some of them poses a single hero, 

hero with a sati and in some entire family can be seen depicted on the slabs. In some of the 

villages these hero stones are worshipped specifically on festive occasions.   Following is the 

description of these hero stones in historical point of view.     

1. Pathakeelapatla (13˚.23923ʹ and 78˚.7641ʹ E) village is situated 5 km. From 

Gangavaram Mandal HQ and the hero stone has been found lying in a field belonging 

to a local farmer Mogilireddy and according to local informer, Eswaramma, special 

worship is performed to the hero stone on Vinayakachavithi day. It is a hero stone (126 

cm. X  113 cm. X 12 cm.) on which a hero being depicted holds a bow in his left and 
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an arrow in his right hand, in action, with a dagger in his  waist and the entire sculpture 

faces east (Fig. 1).     

 
2. Melumoy (13˚.2395ʹ N; 78˚.74196ʹ) village is situated 4 km. from Gangavaram (HQ) 

and the hero stone found lying in an agricultural field  and it measures 110 cm. 

Length, 107 cm. width and 17 cm. thickness. It is a hero stone of a male and a female 

figure, both with fold hands (Fig. 2). 

 

3. Malleru village is situated 6 km. from the Mandal HQ under the revenue division of 

Kallupalli village panchayat, where two hero stone slabs are found, one adjacent to a 

metal road between Palamaner-Madanapalli and another one at the village tank.  The 

first one is a hero stone shrine (13˚.2467ʹ N;78˚.72638ʹ E)  in which hero has a dagger 

in his right hand and Sati standing right to him holds a water pot in her left hand and a 

flower in her hand. The village people have decorated the figures with turmeric and 

saffron colour dots. Whereas the other hero stone (121 cm. X 134 cm. X 16 cm. in 

dimension) is a slab lying(13˚.24602ʹ N; 78˚.72082ʹ E) on the ground with a male figure 

holding a sphere, right to him Sati figure standing followed by three children (two 

female and one male) depicted a little above him (Fig.3).     

 

4.  Mitturu (13˚.25495ʹ N; 78˚.72454ʹ E) village is situated 7 km. from Mandal HQ, lying 

within the Kallupalli panchayat jurisdiction. The hero stone (92 cm. X 188 cm. X 18 cm.) 

lies on the left side of the road leading from Palamaneru to Madanapalli and the place is 

locally called Appinapalli cross. It is a hero stone shrine in which the hero is in action of 

holding a bow in his left hand and an arrow in his right hand stretching to shoot and poses 

a dagger in his waist and arrow socket lying over his back, whereas the female figure, 

standing right to him, has a lamp in her left hand. Both the figures are smeared with sandal 

and decorated with saffron dots (Fig.4).              

 

5. Dandapalle village is situated 8 km. from Mandal HQ and there are  two hero stone 

slabs lying close to the road leading to this village. The first one( 13˚.23133ʹ N; 

78˚.69371ʹ E) is a slab (126 cm. X 135 cm. X 16 cm. in dimension) with a male figure 

fighting a tiger piercing a dagger into its stomach, whereas the female figure right to 
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him has a water-pitcher in her left hand and right hand resting on left hand proper.  The 

other slab(13˚.23134ʹ N; 78˚.69352ʹ E) is a mutilated one in which the hero is depicted 

riding a horse with a sword in his right hand and the female figure standing behind him 

has an unknown object in her right hand (Fig. 5).  

 

6. Pasupathuru (13˚.22075ʹ N; 78˚.58744ʹE) village is situated 20 km. from Mandal HQ. 

The author found a hero stone slab ( 133 cm.X160 cm. X 11 cm. In dimension) on the 

side of the street within the village proper between the houses. The hero is depicted 

with a bow and arrow in action whose has apron, knotted hair style and a sword hanging 

from his waist. In front of the hero a purnakumbha placed on a pedestal along with a 

lamp stand beside it has been depicted. Above the purnakumbha are seen a seated male 

figure with two female attendants at his service and below the purnakumbha are seen 

two buffaloes or bulls which have long horns. Behind the hero is seen a horse decorated 

with an umbrella on its back. It all shows that the hero has been honoured with a place 

in heaven for his deed in the process of cattle protection as he dedicated himself for a 

social cause (Fig. 6).     

 
7. Keelapalle village lies at a distance of 15 km. From the Mandal HQ. There are two hero 

stone being found at two places at least 2 km. apart. The first one is found buried 

(13˚.20752ʹ N; 78˚.62203ʹ E) in the soil and measures about 120 cm. X 110 cm. X 21 

cm. in dimension and it lies in the field belonging to a local temple dedicated to Lord 

Venugopalaswamy. It is a shrine without a capstone in which one slab has the depiction 

of a hero shown throwing a spear in his right hand and right to him shown a standing 

female figure, both have knotted hair dress and apron on the body(Fig.7). The other 

hero stone (13˚.20354ʹ N; 78˚.62422ʹ E) lies in the field belonging to a local farmer 

placed on the field boundary which became a centre of attraction and the hero is 

depicted with a bow in his left hand and an arrow in the raised right hand seems to get 

ready to throw and he has shown with decorated hair style. There is a sati figure 

standing right to him with an unidentified objects in her hands (Fig.7). A bird is depicted 

above the sati figure.               
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8. Alakuppam (13˚. 19194ʹ N; 78˚.55902ʹ E) village is situated 22 km. From Mandal HQ 

and belongs to Gundrajupalle village panchayat jurisdiction. The hero stone at this 

village seen lying on the road side leading from Chennai to Bangalore. Hero is depicted 

fighting a wild animal probably a lion with a pointed dagger and there is a  dog figure 

probably the best companion to hero and the hero is well adorned with clothes, 

jewellery and knotted hair style. He is shown with a sword hanging from his waist. The 

local legend, known through an informant namely Eranna that there was a combatant 

called Mallanna, belonging to Valmiki caste, fought the lion, to protect the village, and 

dedicated his life for the social cause, hence the hero stone has been erected in memory 

of his valour(Fig.8).            

 

Discussion: 

                The survey undertaken in the present region, as part of her research work, yielded 8 

hero stone sites in a fairly well preserved condition except at Dandapalle and all are of 

memorial type erected to commemorate individuals killed in battle, cattle raids, etc., depicted 

along with female figures being considered as Sati figures, probably the hero’s wife, and other 

family members. The aforementioned modes or instances of hero depictions on stone slab 

denotes death of hero deem ‘heroic’ during the period by the society which glorified and 

commemorated individuals who sacrificed themselves in fulfilment of a socially desirable 

cause without hesitation. These hero stones (veeragals) in the form of dolmen type ‘shrine’ at 

some places and  ‘single slabs’ in the region consist a stone which carry sculptural detailing in 

three registers depicting the themes of ‘heroic death’, ‘transitional journey to heaven and 

‘transient rewards in heaven’(at Pasupathuru). They also register in representing hero fighting 

in different modes of protecting probably the people or cattle in midst of battle or distinct 

registers depiction of receiving his mental ability towards social causes of his own orders 

distinguish it from other unnatural death. The hero stone depicted at Pasupathuru clearly 

represents hero transported to heavens by the celestial damsels accompanied by heavenly 

bodies (female attendants) or garland bearers reveal the manner in which the society 

responsible for setting up such situation a memorial expressed their concern towards the 

individual who met with heroic death. Furthermore, the representation of theme of transient 

rewards in heaven in the sculpture register was intended to serve as an assurance of social and 

economic gains to embolden individuals to accept death without hesitation. It may not be wrong 
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to suggest that through such depictions, the death of the individual besides being glorified, 

preserved the memory of the deceased from possible discriminations or alienations that took 

place during a change of power. This perhaps motivated the human instinct amongst the heroes 

to proceed towards certain death without hesitation which is viewed as ‘respectful’ through its 

legitimization by polity. Since there are no inscriptional hero stones that give a clue for dating 

them but mostly these belong to medieval period as this tradition had its zenith mostly from 

the beginning of Vijayanagara period.  They were certainly, in a general sense, erected or 

dedicated by the people belonging to 1. Family members of the hero (wife to husband in 

memory of him), Relatives of the deceased and 3.Society to propagate their regard, admiration 

and gratitude to the dead person (Venkatasubbaiah 2015: 357). However, the female figures 

depicted along with the hero on the same slab signify that they were erected by the wife in 

memory of his valour, but while doing so, was she alive and if she was alive why she agreed 

to get depicted along with her husband or else that the family members accepted to this 

endeavour. If not, definitely the family members erected these hero stones in memory of the 

Hero and Sati in the same slab after both being departed from earth. 

               Unfortunately, these memorial stones lie either in the village outskirts in the 

cultivated fields or on the bank of local water tanks or in the courtyards of ruined temples, 

hence did not get the attention or sometimes notice of local village population as most of them 

do not know the historical importance even though they are being worshipped on festive 

occasions and this is perhaps out of fear or faith that would protect their village wealth. At 

certain places these hero stone slabs are lying on road side or in a corner of villages where all 

kinds of litter are thrown. It is necessary to protect them otherwise this tradition would certainly 

get vanished, hence the department of Archaeology at national level and state level should 

record them properly and save them before getting vanished.  In this regard the Government of 

Andhra Pradesh should restore them in museums so as to help scholars who would like to take 

up research work related to Hero stones (Veeragals ) so as to reconstruct the local history of 

the region in Medieval times.         
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Fig.3a                                                            Fig.3b 
 

 
Fig.4       Fig.5a  
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Fig.5b       Fig.6 
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Hero stones, in factual sense regarded as one of the means of remembering deceased persons who 

perhaps devoted their life for the cause of the society irrespective of caste, status, religion and 

creed. The word Hero- Stone is described in various sources as stone image, Veerakallu ( in 

Telugu), Nadukal( in Tamil), Veeragallu(in Kannada), Veeragal( in Marathi), etc., as ‘Veera’ 

mean a ‘Warrior’ and ‘Kallu’ or ‘Gallu’ mean ‘Stone’, which has been derived from two 

languages- ‘Veera’ from Sanskrit and Kallu from Kannada. 

Palamaner (13.2000ºN; 78.7500ºE), a  Mandal head quarters with population of 51,165 and a total 

population of 81,470 (2011 census)  inhabiting in 15 village panchayaths with an extent of 79.50 

sq.km. lies in the north, north-east of Baireddipalli Mandal, west to Bangarupalam Mandal, south 

of Gangavaram Mandal and  forms border to Tamil Nadu and Karnataka States in the east and 

west respectively and Venkatagiri Kota Mandal lies to its south. It is drained by Kaudinya river 

in its  north-eastern corner adjoining the eastern hill-forest cover zone which is famous for 

elephants sanctuary. Being close to Karnataka and Tamil Nadu States border people here bear a 

mixed culture. 

The present paper deals with 10 hero stones found at 7 villages in the Palamaner mandal of 

Chittoor district. These are varied in nature as some of them poses hero fighting a tiger,  hero 

shooting at a lion , hero with a sati and hero with animals and birds.These are analysed into 10 

categories of broad perspective. 

Key Words: Hero Stones, Palamaner Mandal, Categories in Hero Stones 

 

Introduction: 

The word ‘hero stone’ is a form of compound comprising a single slab or group of slabs 

connected to form a shrine erected in honor of individual/s who have perished in certain range 
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of circumstances while carrying out a community protection or sacrificial deed.  Normally they 

bear an iconographical and epigraphic apparatus which provides information on the identity of 

the deceased and the context of his death. It is to be noted that the expression ‘hero-stones’ 

somehow sound over the variety of terms with which Indian languages designate these panels. 

Such a variety is not just a matter pertaining to linguistic domain; rather it reflects the formal 

and structural changes of materials according to the area where they were produced. A series 

of etymologically related words like vīragal in Marathi, vīrakkal in Tamil, vīragallu in 

Kannada, vīrakallu in Telugu are the literary counterparts of ‘hero-stone’. Terms like 

chāyāstaṃbha, proper of the specimens from Andhra Pradesh (Murthy 1982: 210) or khaṃbha, 

and its alternative forms like khaṃba and khaṃbhi are diffused in Northern and Central India 

(Sontheimer 1982: 92; Shah 1982: 102) which convey the meaning of shade-pillar and pillar, 

with reference to a memorial in shape. From Gujarat and Rajasthan the terms Pāliya and 

Govardhana are allowed  instead to the concept of protection (i.e. a memorial to the protector 

of the community) as the root of the first term (Doshi 1982: 165-166). Their iconographic 

repertoire suggests that the second term namely Kṛiṣhṇa Govardhanadhara shows its 

importance (Agrawala 1982: 151).  

Even though the general pattern of describing a memorial being erected in remembering 

the valor of a hero for his sacrifice to the society or due to his service to his master, etc. being 

recognized as a memorial meant exclusively erected for him. This is a specific category of hero 

stone with or without inscription has some meaning in the basic concept of heroism. It can be 

further divided into Hero stone, Sati stone and Sati-cum-Hero stone depending on the sculptural 

representation being noticed and its form changes through period of time at different levels of 

its erection which is related to the status of the hero as well as to the action performed by him.   

Some of the rituals and beliefs connected with the hero stones in the past and at present 

would help us in interpreting that the hero cult continued to survive for a considerable period 

of time and even now they are well preserved in different localities where they are found. 

Erecting hero stone was basically part of the ritual connected with hero cult. The present scholar 

has observed that this cult seems to be popularly followed in several parts of South India. 

Folklore connected with many such heroes as a part of their cult is also common in this 

area.  Such practices help us to infer about the nature of hero cult of historical importance 

during bygone periods.  
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The Area: 

Palamaner (13.2000ºN; 78.7500ºE), a Mandal head quarters with population of 51,165 and a 

total population of 81,470 (2011 census) inhabiting in 15 village panchayaths with an extent of 

79.50 sq.km. lies in the north, north-east of Baireddipalli Mandal, west to Bangarupalam 

Mandal, south of Gangavaram Mandal and forms border to Tamil Nadu and Karnataka States 

in the east and west respectively and Venkatagiri Kota Mandal lies to its south. It is drained by 

Kaudinya river in its north-eastern corner adjoining the eastern hill-forest cover zone which is 

famous for elephants’ sanctuary. Being close to Karnataka and Tamil Nadu States border 

people here bear a mixed culture. Palamaner mandal has has a total number of 15 village 

panchayats and 82 hamlets and only 7 villages in the present survey have given the evidence 

of 10 hero stones. Two of these hero stones are found in temples located at Palamaner and 

Kurmai. 

 

1.Chethapenta (13º.08942′N; 78º.72758′E) 

This village is situated in the Bayyappagaripalli panchayath, at a distance of 6 km. from 

Mandapeta Koturu and 8 km. to Nellapatla village of Baireddipalli, another Mandal Head 

Quarters which is close to Tamil Nadu border with forest cover in which the village population 

rear their animal folk and gather firewood, if any. 

 

Fig.1: Hero fighting a tiger with spear. 

About 4 km. north of this village, in the 

forest area, one can reach an irrigation tank namely 

‘Cherapa Cheruvu’ and close to this tank towards 

east a hero stone (Fig.1: 136 x 109 x 20 cm.) lies 

which contains Hero holding a spear in his both 

arms fighting at the tiger. He has crest hair style, 

distinct upper garment and thick cloth belt 

encircling waist and below which but behind the 

waist a broad cloth is held up to his knees as lower garment He has a quiver hanging behind 

his left shoulder with a number of arrows in it. He did not wear ornaments on his body and one 
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can notice a dead body of a tiger lying in front of him on the ground indicating that he was 

engaged on hunting wild animals in view of protecting people and domestic animals. 

2. Kurmai (13º.16306 ′N; 78º.73822 ′E) 

This village is situated at about 6 km. away from Palamaner at the border of Tamil 

Nadu State in the Pengaragunta village panchayath. A temple dedicated to Lord 

Varadarajaswamy lies on the right bank of Kaudinya river. According to a local legend during 

Muslim invasions the temple was subjected to destruction, hence Hindu devotees have hidden 

its parts underneath the river bed and it is believed that the God flee to Kanchi. While doing so 

his foot prints got imprinted on a stone and when the river receives water during monsoon, the 

temple gets afloat. The local people believe that the temple was reconstructed where it afloat. 

A Siva Linga was found towards west of the temple while ploughing over which t present 

temple being built. Every year in September-October Jatara (fair) is celebrated here and the 

present scholar located two hero stones on the boundary wall of this temple as given below: 

 

Fig.2: Hero with bow and arrow in action. 

The first hero stone (Fig.2: 110 x 94 

x 14 cm) contains Hero with bow and arrow 

in action as he positioned the arrow in the 

bow by his left hand stretched back. A 

quiver is seen at the back his left shoulder 

and kept his right leg straight whereas left 

leg bent according to shooting method. Upper garment is indistinct over the body and Dhoti 

formed lower garment covered up to knees supported by a string at the waist. There is a sheath 

of sword hanging over the waist. He has distinct knot hair style held at the back of his head.       
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Fig.2a: Hero shooting at a lion. 

The second hero stone shows 

(Fig.2a: 122 x 97 x 16 cm) Hero shooting at 

the lion with bow and arrow held in his right 

and left hands respectively. He possessed 

knotted hair style held at his head back and 

lower garment ‘Dhoti’ spread on both legs 

with bracelets over wrists. His left leg is 

stepped front whereas right leg behind. 

Lion is depicted with raised forelimbs and hind limbs being kept on the ground. Its tail is 

prominently shown encircled at the end.  

3. Musalimadugu (Fig.3: 13º.15092′ N;78º. 77861′ E) 

This village is situated 6 km. away from Palamaneru at the border of Tamil Nadu State 

in the Pengaragunta panchayath. There is a hero stone lying on the left side of road leading to 

Gudiyattam from Musalimadugu village in the field of Venkata Rami Reddy, a resident of the 

same village.  

 

Fig.3: A woman in sitting posture. 

It is a single slab on which a female 

figure is depicted in sitting posture over 

which a shrine was constructed and 

worshipped locally known as ‘Uchchu 

Mallamma’ or ‘Yellamma’, being depicted 

with bun hair style but tied at the head back 

on the right side. She sat with her two legs 

folded on either sides and her drapery cannot be seen clearly perhaps due to weathering of rock. 

But her breast are prominently depicted and perhaps covered with blouse as upper garment 

below which lies the waist prominently shown. Her face is broad with prominent eye-brows, 

nose and other facial features. Several dots of vermillion and turmeric at intervals on the body 

of this female hero indicating that she is periodically worshipped by the villagers for their 

prosperity and well being.  
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Two legends prevail in the area about the present hero stone. The first one is that 

Uchchu Mallamma was a valour woman who participated in battle fields, hence protected the 

village from wild animals. When Punganur Jamindar insisted her to pay tax, she went on a tiger 

and fought with him. She also fought with oxen and she used to command wood apple tree to 

drop its fruits and reconnect them through her simple thumb noise. Another legend goes that 

when a boy was going on his way with bullocks was beaten by village herdsmen and when the 

boy complained this matter to Uchchu Mallamma, she got angry and blocked the way of 

herdsmen, hence their bullock carts did not move. When the herdsmen begged her pardon, they 

were excused and the obstruction got removed. The village people worship her by offering 

boiled gram rice and as this place is close to forest area where wild elephants move around, 

hence government of Andhra Pradesh declared it as Kaundinya wild elephant sanctuary.  

4. Palamaner (13º. 19895′N; 78º.7447′E) 

 This place is a Mandal Head Quarters situated on the Chittoor-Bangalore National High 

way and there is a temple dedicated to Lord Venugopalaswamy in Patapeta locality in the 

Palamaneru town known as Nagulakunta near to which was a well-known abode for  Cobras. 

There are two hero stones at this place as described below. 

 

Fig. 4: A panel of three pair of Hero and Sati. 

 The first hero stone is a panel (Fig.4: 58 x 126 x 48 cm.) being found attached to the 

western boundary wall of the temple on its south-western direction. It has three pairs of Hero 

and Sati figures in standing posture. In the first pair, Hero poses bow and arrow in action and 

to his right stand. Sati with a vertical object in her right hand. Both have dressed hair style and 

the Hero wore ‘Dhoti’ as lower garment up to knees and a crown is seen over his head. In the 

second pair, the Hero is similar to that of the first Hero but has a quiver on his left shoulder 
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back and possessed crest hair style. To his right stands Sati with high necked jar (pitcher) in 

her left hand and blessing the Hero with her right hand. She has bun hair style. The third pair 

is similar to that of first pair that the Hero is shooting an arrow with a bow in action who 

possessed crest hair style. Sati stands right to him holding a pitcher in her left hand and blessing 

the Hero with her right hand.  

 

Fig.4a. Hero on the horse with Siva Linga 

in front. 

 The second hero stone (Fig.4a: 140 x 71 x 

15 cm.) lies at the Municipal office of 

Palamaneru town situated in Lord Eswara 

temple street. Hero is shown riding a 

horse, wearing a chain in his neck without 

upper garment but Dhoti formed the lower 

garment. There is a sheath of sword 

hanging from his waist. He has crest hair 

style and large ear lobes from which hangs large rings. A Siva Linga is seen in front of the 

horse. The horse is well decorated with riding equipment such as bridle and saddle. A Siva 

Ling and flowers are depicted being thrown over it. It seems that the Palamaner area was under 

the rule of Pallava kings as its ancient name had been ‘Palavan Yeri’ according to local legend 

and during the course of time it has been modified as Palamaner. 

5. Syagandram (Fig.5: 13º.11521′N; 78º.76011′E) 

 This is a hamlet of seven households situated in the Mandipetakotur panchayath   on 

Kalavapalli-Mandipeta road close to forest area. There is a hero stone (dolmen) located towards 

south of the village proper in the field belonging to S.Babu, of the same hamlet.  
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Fig.5: Hero with spear, two Sati to his left. 

It contains (Fig.5: 124 x 121 x 16 

cm.) a Hero and two Sati figures. The Hero 

is held with a spear in his two arms. He has 

a turban on his head and remaining lower 

part of his hair is seen falling over his neck 

back. Both arms have two bracelets each 

over elbow and upper arms. Below the 

shoulders there is a bag like object in the 

shape of fish, with indistinct upper garment 

and his waist is covered with cloth in the form of wearing dhoti being dressed like a village 

fellow as seen even today. The lower garment with border is tied at its end on his left leg. Two 

Sati figures are shown standing behind the Hero among which the first Sati raised her right 

hand with a flower and kept her left hand over waist. She has bun hair style, tight blouse, 

bracelets on both arms and ear rings. She wore sari up to feet with longitudinal fold across 

middle of legs. Whereas, the second Sati stands straight with her right hand with five fingers 

depicted clearly. Her sari border is touching her feet and stood left to first Sati. This hero stone 

is being worshipped by the local farmers before sowing seeds, hence a boundary wall is 

constructed around it for protection. 

6. T.S. Agraharam (13º.1834′ N; 78º.75395′) 

Fig.6: Hero with sword and an unidentified object. 

This village is situated at 4 km. south of Palamaner town on the Mandapetakotur road 

which can be approached by a cart-track. There is a famous old temple dedicated to Lord 

Subrahmanya situated on top of a hill nearby. Devotees with a wooden ‘kavadi’ is presented 

whenever they visit the temple as part of fulfilling their vows. There is a hero stone (Fig.6: 

Hero with a sword and an unidentified object: 49 x 54 x 14 cm.) located underneath a fig tree 

found along with another sculpture of a God. The Hero has bun hair style held behind his head, 

ear rings and holds a sword in his right hand held high over his right shoulder and an 

unidentified object is seen in his left fist held down. His lower and upper garments are invisible 

but there is a waist belt held across the waist. The whole hero stone is decorated with vermillion 

dots.   
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7. Thavadapalli (13º.16835′ N; 78º.74352′E) 

This village is situated 4 km. from Palamaner town in the Vaddur panchayath and the 

scholar has located two hero stones in the field of P.Lakshminarayana, of the same village 

underneath a tamarind tree in a mango garden located on one of the banks of Kaundinya river 

on the way to Samudrapalli. 

 

Fig.7:  Hero with sword and shield, man, cow, deer and 

bull; pigeon and parrot. 

The first hero stone (Fig.7: 325 x 153 x 11 cm.) 

contains Hero with sword in his right hand and shield in 

his left hand, possessing crest hair style. He has bracelets 

over his arms and indistinct upper garment but ‘Dhoti’ 

forms the lower garment spread below waist up to knees 

by covering both thighs, however border of it being spread 

between legs. There is a man below the Hero figure 

holding a sword and a shield in his right and left hands 

respectively. There are many animal figures depicted, in small size, such as deer, cow, and bull 

in sitting posture whereas dove and parrot are shown flying. The deer has no horns and its body 

is depicted with dot designs.    

 

Fig.7a: Hero fighting a tiger.  

The second hero stone (Fig.7a: 127 x 120 x 12 cm) 

contains Hero fighting a tiger.  Hero has crest hair style 

tied above the head, a chain in the neck, without ear rings 

and upper garment. His waist is encircled with a cloth belt 

over which is attached a sheath of sword. He held the 

animal’s head in his left hand, trying to pierce sword into 

it with his right hand. 
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Discussion: 

In the present survey, hero stones are categorised into 10 categories.  

Which are mentioned as below: 

C1. Hero fighting a tiger with a spear .C2. Hero with a bow and an arrow in action .C3. Hero 

shooting at a lion. C4. A woman (Female Hero) in sitting posture (Uchchu mallamma or 

Yellamma, a local Goddess). C5. A panel of three pair of Hero and sati. C6. Hero on the horse 

with Siva Linga infront. C7. Hero with spear, two sati to his left. C8. Hero with a sword and 

an unidentified object. C9. Hero with sword and shield, man, cow, deer, bull, pigeon and 

parrot.C10. Hero fighting a tiger. 

Number of hero stones are reported from adjoining Punganur taluk as well as Tamil Nadu State. 

Most of them are found as similar to the hero stones reported from the present area. 
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 In this article, an attempt is made to 

present the growth of dairying in Chittoor 

district, Andhra Pradesh in the recent past. 

Chittoor district is at the forefront of White 

Revolution in the country. In India, it is the 

second largest milk producer after Anand in 

Gujarat state. The district is the fountain head 

of White Revolution in the state of AP. The 

focus is on quinquennial live stock 

population milk production, pourers and 

MPIs, Bulk Milk Chilling units and milk 

dairies.   

1. Live stock  

There are 23 veterinary hospitals, one 

poly clinic, 112 dispensaries, 122 rural 

live stock units and 333 Gopala Mitra 

Centers at the end of 2017. This was 

possible due to many schemes and 

programmes implemented by the 

government of AP and India with the 

active involvement of Animal Husbandry 

and District Rural Development Agency.   

Quinquennial livestock census in 

Chittoor district during 1999 and 2017 

are presented in the Table 1.  A look at the 

Table shows that the share of cows has 

gone up from 8.56 lakh or 85.60 per cent 

in 1999 to 9.60 lakh or 91.20 per cent in 

2017.  As against this, the share of 

buffaloes has declined from 1.44 lakh or 

14.40 per cent in 1999 to 0.88 lakh or 8.80 

per cent in 2017.  In the mean while, there 

are ups and downs in absolute and 

percentage terms. When both the cows 

and buffaloes are put together, there is a 

slight increase from 10 lakh in 1999 to 

10.48 lakh in 2017. 
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Table 1: Census wise Quinquennial Livestock in Chittoor District during 1999-2017                       

        (fig.in lakhs) 

Name of  specie 1999 2003 2007 2012 2017 

Cows 8.56  (85.60) 8.36  (85.40) 11.04 (88.75) 9.25  (91.70) 9.60 (91.20) 

Buffaloes 1.44  (14.40) 1.42  (14.60) 1.40   (11.25) 0.83    (8.30) 0.88   (8.80) 

Total 10.00   (100) 9.78     (100) 12.44    (100) 10.08   (100) 10.48  (100) 

 Note: Figures in brackets indicate the percentage to total. 

Source: Relevant Annual Reports of Animal Husbandry Department, Chittoor. 

It may sum up that there is an increase in the 

number of cows while a declined in the 

number of buffaloes during the period.  This 

may be attributed to a number of causes 

which are not far to seek. 

 Scheme wise number of cattle 

acquired and amount spent on them in 

Chittoor district during 2013-17 is given in 

the Table 2. A glance at the Table reveals that 

under Scheduled Castes (SC’s) plan, 5782 

animals were acquired by spending an 

amount or Rs. 335.24 lakhs in 2013. By 2017, 

the former and latter have gone up to 10201 

and Rs. 774.79 lakhs respectively. Under 

NSP Rs. 563.04 lakhs were spent on 9711 

animals in 2013 while Rs. 70.21 lakhs on 

1101 animals in 2016. In the case of RKVY 

scheme, the former and latter were Rs. 

136.43 lakhs and 2353 animals during 2013 

whereas Rs. 37.25 lakhs and 4125 animals in 

2015. For mini dairies/ pala pragathi 

kendralu, Rs. 154.46 lakhs were spent on 600 

animals during 2017 only. It may be said that 

varying amounts were incurred for acquiring 

cattle during 2013-17 in the district. 

However, in 2017 only amount was incurred 

on mini dairies/ Pala Pragathi Kendralu. 

There are fluctuations in the amount spent on 

cattle and no amount was spent in certain 

years. The reason may be that the state 

government has not allocated and spent any 

amount in this regard.  
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Table 2: Scheme – wise Number of Cattle acquired and   amount Spent  in Chittoor District during 2013-17  

                  (Rs. lakhs) 

Year 

SCP NSP RKVY 
mini dairies / pala 

pragathi kendralu 

No. of 

animals 
Amount 

No. of 

animals 
Amount 

No. of 

animals 
Amount 

No. of 

animals 
Amount 

2013 5782 335.24 9711 563.044 2353 136.43 - - 

2014 - - - - 12707 1143.63 - - 

2015 2808 162.81 6369 465.81 4125 37.25 - - 

2016 5409 403.99 1104 70.21 - - - - 

2017 10201 774.79 - - - - 600 154.46 

Notes: SCP: Scheduled caste plan 

RKVY: Rashtriya krishi vikas yojana   : NSP: Non- Scheduled Caste Plan 

Source: Collected from the records of Animal Husbandry Department, Chittoor.  

 The growth in the live stock 

population in Chittoor district in 20th census 

over 19th census in terms rural and urban is 

given in the Table 3. The population is 

divided between cattle and buffaloes. It can 

be observed from the Table that in the rural, 

cattle has increased from 907193 in 19th 

census to 949485 in 20th census. The absolute 

increase is 42292 while in percentage terms, 

it stood at 4.66. In the case of urban, the 

progress is 6558. It is 20583 in 19th census 

whereas 27151 in 20th census. The rate of 

growth in the latter over the former is 31.86 

per cent. When rural and urban are 

considered together, the live stock population 

has increased to 976636 in 20th census from 

927776 in 19th census.   
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Table: 3 Growth of Live Stock between 19th and 20th Census in Chittoor District.  

Item 19th census 20th census Increase % of increase 

Cattle 

Rural  907193 949485 42292 4.66 

Urban  20583 27151 6558 31.86 

Total 927776 976636 48850 5.27 

Buffalos 

Rural  78999 86507 7508 9.5 

Urban  5416 4103 -1313 -24.24 

Total  84415 90610 6195 7.34 

Grand total  1012191 1067246 55045 5.44 

Source: Collected from the records of Animal Husbandry Department, Chittoor 

The rise is 48850 or 5.27 per cent in the latter 

over the former. In the case of buffalos, the 

rural has gone up from 78999 in 19th census 

to 86507 in 20th census. This has registered 

an increase of 7508 or 9.50 per cent. A 

converse situation prevails in urban location. 

There is a decline by 1313 or 24.24 per cent 

in 20th census up on 19th census. The former 

and latter stood at 4103 and 5416 

respectively. If both the areas are taken as a 

whole, the live stock has gone up from 84415 

in 19th census to 90610 in 20th census. The 

progress is 6195 or 7.34 per cent. When both 

the urban and rural are considered together, 

the live stock has increased from 1012191 in 

19th census to 1067246 in 20th census. The 

growth is 55045 or 5.44 per cent. It may be 

concluded that, as a whole, there is a growth 

in the live stock in Chittoor district during the 

aforesaid census period. Further, the growth 

in buffaloes is relatively more than that of 

cattle. Furthermore, there is an increase in 

cattle in the urban area as against a decline in 

buffaloes in the same area.   

2. Milk production 

Year wise, specie- wise and 

category–wise milk Production in the District 

during 2008-17 is depicted  in the Table 4. A 

glance at the Table reveals that the milk 

production from indigenous cattle has gone 

up 790 MTs in 2008 to 1520 MTs in 2017. 

While the crossbreed cattle has accounted for 

4350 MTs in the former and 8810 MTs in 

2017. There is a gradual growth in both the 

categories of species. The milk produced 

from graded murrah buffaloes have increased 

from 920 MTs in 2008 to 1350 MTs in 2017. 

Similarly, the descriptive buffaloes have  
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Table 4: Year wise, Specie- wise and Category–wise Milk Production in Chittoor District during 2008-17                                                                                                                    

    

    (000’ MTs) 

Year 
Cattle  Buffaloes  

Indigenous Crossbreed Graded murrah Descriptive 

2008 0.79 4.35 0.92 0.34 

2009 0.84 4.88 0.82 0.16 

2010 0.96 5.83 0.86 0.18 

2011 1.04 6.36 0.95 0.14 

2012 1.12 6.80 1.02 0.44 

2013 1.20 7.20 1.09 0.74 

2014 1.28 7.61 1.16 1.04 

2015 1.36 8.01 1.21 1.24 

2016 1.44 8.40 1.28 1.64 

2017 1.52 8.81 1.35 1.94 

Source: Government of AP, Integrated Sample Survey Report on Estimates of  

Major Livestock Products, Hyderabad and Government of A.P. Veterinary, Infrastructure Facilities, Animal 

Husbandry Department, Hyderabad, and relevant  Annual Reports of Animal Husbandry   Department, Chittoor .  

constituted 340 MTs in 2008 whereas 1940 

MTs in 2017. It may be noted that there are 

fluctuations in the quantum of milk yield 

from buffaloes only. On the whole, there is 

an increase in the milk produced from cattle 

and buffaloes during the period. This may be 

an account of the measures initiated by 

government. Therefore, number of animals 

has gone up and consequently milk 

production has increased during 2008 - 2017 

 Year wise and category wise 

production of milk through cattle and 

buffaloes and per capital availability is given 

in the Table 5. It can be observed from the 

Table that the milk obtained from cattle has 

gradually gone up from 5140 MTs in 2008 

whereas 8400 MTs in 2017. Like this, milk 

from buffaloes has increased from 1260 MTs 

in 2008 to 2200 MTs in 2017. The total milk 

produced in Chittoor district, when both the 

categories are put to gather, it has gone up  
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Table 5: Year –wise and Category –Wise Production and Per Capita availability of Milk in Chittoor District 

during  2008-17               (000’ MTs) 

Year 

(1) 

Cattle 

(2) 

Buffaloes 

(3) 

Total 

(4) 

% of col. (2) to 

col. (4) 

(5) 

Per capita 

grms/day 

2008 5.14 1.26 6.40 80.31 463 

2009 5.74 0.98 6.70 85.54 492 

2010 6.81 1.04 7.83 86.75 580 

2011 7.40 1.09 8.49 87.16 592 

2012 7.92 1.46 9.38 84.43 612 

2013 8.00 1.86 9.86 85.23 625 

2014 8.08 1.92 10.00 86.75 637 

2015 8.20 2.00 10.20 86.92 649 

2016 8.32 2.08 10.40 87.00 661 

2017 8.40 2.20 10.60 87.12 673 

Source:Government of A.P, Integrated Sample Survey Report on   Estimates of Major Livestock           

            Products, Hyderabad and Government of A.P.  Veterinary Infrastructure Facilities, 

           Animal Husbandry   Department, Hyderabad. 

from 6400 MTs in the former  to 1060 MTs in the 

latter. The proportion of cattle in the total milk 

produced in the district has increased from 80.31 per 

cent in 2008 to 87.12 per cent in 2017. On the other 

hand, there is a decline in the share of buffaloes. The 

per capita availability in the district has short up from 

463 grams per day in 2008 to 673 grams per day in 

2017. It may be concluded that there is a substantial 

increase in the production of milk in the district during 

2008-17. Of the total milk produced in the district, 

cattle have formed more than 80 per cent and the rest 

is accounted for buffaloes.  Consequently, the 

availability of milk per day has substantially increased 

in the district. 

3. Pourers and MPIs 

According to the data provided by the district 

administration, when all the 66 mandals are taken as a 

whole, the number of pourers is 31168. at the end of 

2017 among the mandals, madanapalli mandal ranks 

1st with share of 1884 pourers followed by 

Bangarupalyam mandal where as the least 293 in 

vijayapuram mandal.. With regard to  MPIs, 

Madanapalli and Bangarupalyam have ranked 1st and 

2nd respectively. In thottambedu mandal, the number 

of MPIs are the least at 3. It may be said that the 

pourers and MIPIs vary across the  mandals in the 
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district. This is due to several actors  and factors that 

influence dairying in each mandal   

4. Bulk Milk Chilling Units  

   Year wise milk procured by Bulk Milk Chilling 

Units (BMCUs) in Chittoor districts during 2013-18 is 

furnished in the Table 6. It can be observed from the 

Table that the number of BMCUs was 73 in 2013. It 

has remarkable gone up to 116 in the following year 

and stood as such till 2018. The milk procured by them 

was 804.74 lakh liters in 2013 whereas 283.30 lakh 

liters in 2018. It shows that there are wide variations 

in the milk procured by BMCUs. There is a continuous 

decline in the percentage of change in the current year 

over the previous year during the period. However, the 

fluctuations are volatile. The turnover of BMCUs was 

Rs. 24142.38 

 

 

 

Table.6:   Year- wise Milk Procured by BMCUs in Chittoor District during 2013-18 

Year No. of BMCUs 
Procurement 

(lakh /liters) 

% of  change  

over previous 

year 

Turnover 

(Rs.lakhs) 

2013 73 804.74 (10.71) 24142.38 

2014 116 592.40 (35.84) 17772.21 

2015 116 794.02 (34.03) 23820.66 

2016 116 738.80 (6.95) 22164.04 

2017 116 646.67 (12.46) 19400.23 

2018 116 283.30 (56.19) 8499.01 

Source: Collected from the records of District Rural Development   Agency, Chittoor. 

lakhs in 2013 whereas Rs. 8499.01 lakhs in 2018. It 

appears that there is a correlation between 

procurement and turnover of milk. It may be summed 

up that there is no increase in the number of BMCUs 

during 2014 and 2018. The procurement milk has 

substantially declined with fluctuations during the 

period. The same trend is reflected in the turnover of 

milk. 

   

5. Milk dairies  

 The details of milk dairies in terms of year of 

commencement of operations, capacity and 

procurement of milk per day and the level of 

utilizations are provided in the Table 7. The milk 

dairies in the districts were established during 1993-

2010. Of the dairies 7 were established before 2000. 
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The rest, came into being from 2000. The capacity 

varies very widely between  

 

Table 7: Details of Dairies in Chittoor District during 1998 - 2017                  (Liters) 

Name of dairy Year of commencement 
Per day  % of utilisation  

Capacity Procurement  

Parag 2010 30000 60000 200 

Sri Venkateswara 1999 38000 59000 155.26 

A.P 2007 30000 45000 150 

Jyothi Dairy 2010 30000 44000 146.66 

Srinivasa Dairy 2006 50000 67000 134 

Balaji 1998 150000 176000 117.33 

Sivaskthi 1999 50000 55000 110 

Venkateswara 2002 10000 11000 110 

Lakshmi 2007 10000 10000 100 

Avin Foods Ltd 2001 10000 9000 90 

Dodla 1999 300000 265000 88.33 

Thirumala 2002 1000000 800000 80 

Shreeja 2014 450000       345000 76.60 

Nandi 2009 50000 35000 70 

Tharuni 2004 50000 32000 64 

Vision 2006 50000 28000 56 

Heritage 1993 500000 240000 48 

Chandra 2002 50000 23000 46 

Govardhana 2009 50000 23000 46 

Siddartha 1998 50000 21000 42 

Jecry Cream Line 2002 198000 76000 38.38 

Vallaabha dairy Pvt.Ltd 2017 200000 75000 37.50 

Sai 2007 50000 18000 36 

Dianamic 2010 30000 10000 33.33 

Agri Gold 2004 100000 27000 27 

Balamurugan 1998 150000 40000 26.66 

Madhu milk products 2006 20000 500 2.50 

 Srikalahasti Milk Supply 

Society Ltd 
2006 30000 700 

2.33 

Sri Vijaya 2002 NA 5000 0 

Source: Animal Husbandry Department, Annual Report 2017, Chittoor. 
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10,000 and 10,00,000 liters per day. The procurement 

is in the range of 500-8,00,000 liters per day. The 

capacity utilization is the highest at 155.26 per cent in 

Sri Venkateswara while the least at 2.33 per cent in 

SriKalahasti Milk Supply Society Ltd. It may be said 

that the milk dairies originated in the district since 

1993. The installed capacity, procurement and 

percentage of capacity utilization has significantly 

varied across the dairies. The utilized capacity is low 

in the recently established dairies.   

6. CONCLUSION  

 It may be concluded that there is remarkable 

progress in dairying in Chittoor district during 2008-

2017. This is because of the efforts of government of 

India, AP and district administration. A variety of 

programmes and schemes were implemented in the 

district. These have prompted the public to undertake 

dairying due to inadequate rain fall and frequent 

famine and drought conditions in the district. There is 

an uneven growth across the live stock population, 

infrastructure pourers, MPIs, BMCUs and mini dairies 

over the mandals in the district. Consequently, milk 

production gone up in the district during the reference 

period. 

 

Reference: 

1. Relevant Annual Reports of Animal Husbandry Department, Chittoor. 

2. Data collected from the records of Animal Husbandry Department, Chittoor.  

3. Government of AP, Integrated Sample Survey Report on Estimates of  

 Major Livestock Products, Hyderabad and Government of A.P. Veterinary 

  Infrastructure Facilities, Animal Husbandry Department,  Hyderabad. 

  

 

 

 






































































































